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Testing



6.3%
ONS Coronavirus infection survey Pilot  https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/conditionsanddiseases/datasets/coronaviruscovid19infectionsurveydata
PHE: Weekly Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Surveillance Report 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/897199/Weekly_COVID19_Surveillance_report_-_week_27.pdf



"We are looking at an 
immunity certificate -
how people who have had 
the disease, have got the 
antibodies and therefore 
have the immunity, can 
show that and so get 
back, as much as 
possible, to normal life," 
(Matt Hancock 2/4/20) https://www.adalovelaceinstitute.org/our-work/identities-

liberties/international-public-health-identity-systems-monitor/





The value of immunity certification

Economic Social

Ethical 





“If a man intends to make himself a citizen of New 
Orleans, his first duty is to become acclimated. He owes it 
to himself and to society.” 

(Picayune 1841 in Olivarius 2019)

Olivarius, Kathryn. 2019. “Immunity, Capital, and Power in Antebellum New Orleans.” The American Historical Review 124 (2): 425–55. 
https://doi.org/10.1093/ahr/rhz176.

“Victory had perched upon my 
banner; I was an acclimated 
citizen, and as such, received 
into full favor in the good city of 
New-Orleans, where they 
distrust every body, and call 
them non-residents, until they 
become endorsed by the yellow 
fever.” 

(Roanoke in Olivarius)



Discrimination Equity

Perverse 
incentives Evidence



Bastos et al. 2020. “Diagnostic Accuracy of Serological Tests for Covid-19: Systematic 
Review and Meta-Analysis.” BMJ 370 (July). https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.m2516.



At this point in the 
pandemic, there is not 
enough evidence about 
the effectiveness of 
antibody-mediated 
immunity to guarantee 
the accuracy of an 
“immunity passport” or 
“risk-free certificate.” 

(WHO, 24 April)

“I know we all want it to be true that if 
we have antibodies it will then mean 
we are free to do things others are 
not…but at the moment … if we have 
an antibody test, what it tells you is 
that you have antibodies.” 

(Dido Harding, 11/6/20)



Conclusions
• Immunity passports are one a range of approaches being 

considered by governments and companies 
• May enable restoration of economic and social freedoms
• May exacerbate existing inequalities, and present risks to 

individuals and to public health efforts
• Accuracy and implications of antibody testing are not fully 

understood
• Despite this, there may nevertheless be a market for testing if any 

privilege is seen to be associated with it
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